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tion needed for this act of the seventeen years old Sun. Its full
consequences could not be predicted; but, at that time, a young
Chinese was so much a unit in his family that any risk of a break
with his parents was dreadful to contemplate. To leave home and
settle elsewhere, without the active support of a family, was well
nigh impossible. An outcast in China was in as bad a plight as a
banished duke in a Shakespeare play.

The possibility of the matter being misinterpreted by the magis-
trate could not be ignored, but what worried the elders in their
discussion was the anger of the gods. Soon their decision, became
known in the tea-house. Sun Tao-chuan must pay the costs of the
repairs, which would be begun at once, and the unfortunate Tai-
cheong, who was clearly a little mad as a result of his contacts with."
foreigners, must immediately leave Choyhung; then, perhaps, the
vengeance of the gods would not fall on the village.

If men were not such poor judges of their own affairs there would
be no curbing their amazing mental energy, and it is not surprising
to find Tai-cheong describing the months between lolani and the
temple outrage as "the wasted year*'. Actually it was a very fruitful
period. The fact that lolani was a boarding school and that it was
situated in a Westernised island, meant that the lad's experience
there was deeper even than the experience of a boy- attending an
ordinary missionary school in China. The return to Choyhung
showed his young mind, very forcibly, the contrast between Western
civilisation and old China. Only "the wasted year" could have"
done this so thoroughly. It brought him also his "doctrinal friend"
who, undoubtedly, influenced his decision to proclaim his Christian
thinking at the great price of family discord and his own security.
Incidentally, Lu Hao-tung, though no more than a spectator of the
temple outrage, found it expedient to leave Choyhung and return
to Shanghai, When next the two friends met the spirit of revolt
was quickened within them.

A MARRIAGE OF FILIAL DUTY
It is a tribute to the strength of the family system in China that
it survived the strain of Tai-cheong's iconoclasm. The boy was
banished, with the anger of his father and the reproaches of his
mother heavy upon him, but the family did not abandon its black
sheep.